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DLA Packaging

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
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Material procured, received, stored and issued by DLA requires 
proper care to ensure that the items arrive and remain in a ready-for-

issue condition.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Material procured, received, stored and issued by DLA requires proper care to ensure that the items arrive and remain in a ready-for-issue condition.
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Importance of  Packaging

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Importance
• Material that is procured, received, stored, and 

issued must be properly identified and packaged 
at the time of receipt.

• The warfighter must receive the right item, on 
time, properly packaged.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Materiel that is procured, received, stored and issued must be properly identified and packaged at time of receipt. The warfighter must receive the right item, on time, properly packaged.



WARFIGHTER ALWAYSPEOPLE          PRECISION          POSTURE          PARTNERSHIPS

Contractual Requirements

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Section B of the contract contains
• RA001: Incorporates the TQ master requirements.
• RP001: DLA Packaging Requirements for Procurement 
• RP003: Preservation, Packaging, Packing and Marking Requirements for Federal 

Aviation Administration Commercial Material 

• The prep for delivery section displays the packaging requirements that pass from the 
material master and could contain additional requirements such as 

• IP025: Packaging, Marking, and Shipping of Hazardous Materials
• IP027: Packing and Marking Requirements Federal Stock Class (FSC) 

5961Semiconductors and Hardware Devices and FSC 5962 Electronic Microcircuits
• IP042: Oxygen Clean Packaging and Marking Requirements Apply
• IP046: Individual Repair Parts Ordering Data (IRPOD) Packaging Requirements Apply
• IP056: Mercury or Mercury Compounds are Prohibited in Preservation, Packaging, 

Packing and Marking
• IP083: Packaging, Marking, and Shipping of Metal Plating, Sheets, and other Metal 

Products 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section B of the contract containsRA001 which incorporates the Technical and Quality Master List of Requirements.RP001, the DLA Packaging requirements for procurement.RP003, the PPP&M requirements for FAA commercial materiel The Prep for Delivery section of the contract displays the packaging requirements that pass from the DLA EBS material master and could contain additional requirements like those listed on the chart.
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Technical and Quality Master List of Requirements

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Link to DLA Master List of Technical 
and Quality Requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section B contains the link to the Technical and Quality Master List of requirements and the DLA Packaging Requirements for Procurement.
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Technical and Quality Master List of Requirements,

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

http://www.dla.mil/hq/acquisition/offers/eprocurement.aspx

• Choose the version of the TQ requirements that were in place at the time of award. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The link in the contract is clickable.Choose the version of the TQ requirements that were in place at time of award.

http://www.dla.mil/hq/acquisition/offers/eprocurement.aspx
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Technical and Quality Master List of Requirements
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public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Find the number or numbers referenced in the contract to review requirements.
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Coded Packaging Requirements

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Prep for Delivery – Military Packaging – MIL STD 2073-1E

Palletization requirements found 
in RP001

Marking requirements

Coded packaging data1E

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Military packaging and marking requirements are listed in coded format.  Packaging codes are defined in Appendix J of MIL-STD-2073-1E.
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ASTM D3951 Standard Practice for Commercial 
Packaging

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Prep for Delivery – ASTM D3951, Standard Practice for 
Commercial Packaging

Quantity per Unit Pack (QUP)-
How many units of issue allowed 

in same unit package

Packaging IAW ASTM D3951

Marking requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ASTM D3951, Standard Practice for Commercial packaging, is the only approved standard for commercial packaging.
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ASTM D3951, STANDARD PRACTICE FOR 
COMMERCIAL PACKAGING

10 of xx

• Select items are eligible to be packaged in accordance with 
ASTM-D3951, Standard Practice for Commercial Packaging

• Commercial packaging QUP:
o ASTM-D3951, paragraph 5.1.2.2 governs unit package 

Quantity
o Generally, use QUP of 001 unless otherwise specified in your 

contract
• Commercial packaging Intermediate Container Quantity 

(ICQ):
o ASTM-D3951, paragraph 5.1.3 governs intermediate package

• Commercial packaging “Marking”:
o ASTM-D3951, paragraph 5.1.6.5 governs markings for DOD 

(IAW with MIL-STD-129)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Select items are eligible to be packaged IAW ASTM D3951. If eligible, it will be present in the contract. It covers the requirements for commercial preservation, packaging, packing (exterior container), and marking for supplies and equipment.It provides for multiple handling and shipment by any mode, and storage periods of a minimum of one year in enclosed facilities without damage to the product.Items are still required to be marked in accordance with MIL-STD-129 and to be in the Unit of Issue and Quantity per Unit Package noted in the contract.
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Military vs Commercial Packaging

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Access to commercial standards requires purchase of 
the standards from the ASTM
ohttps://www.astm.org/  

Military Packaging Commercial Packaging

Use of specification materials Permits use of non-specification materials

Requires interpretation of preservation/packaging/packing 
instructions

ASTM D3951 provides standard commercial guidelines

Requires the preservation methods and materials from MIL-
STD-2073-1

Application of preservation/packing techniques is at the 
discretion of the vendor

MIL-STD-129 marking required MIL-STD-129 marking required

Compliant WPM required Compliant WPM required

Available on ASSIST Must be purchased

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The differences in Military and Commercial packaging are that Military packaging requires use of specification materials and interpretation of instructions. ASTM D3951 permits the use of non-specification materials and provides standard commercial guidelines.Both require MIL STD 129 markings and compliant Wood Packaging Materials (WPM).

https://www.astm.org/
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Packaging Standards

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• MIL STD 2073-1E, DOD Standard Practice for Military 
Packaging

• MIL STD 129R, DOD Standard Practice for Military Marking 
for Shipment and Storage

• ASTM D3951, Standard Practice for Commercial Packaging
• AFMAN 24-604/DLAI 4145.3, Preparing Hazardous 

Materials for Military Air Shipments 
• MIL STD 147E, DOD Standard Practice, Palletized Unit 

Loads

* Refer to contract/solicitation for appropriate revision (and 
change number) of specification

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most common packaging standards and regulations are:MIL STD 2073-1E, DOD Standard Practice for Military PackagingMIL STD 129R, DOD Standard Practice for Military Marking for Shipment and StorageASTM D3951, Standard Practice for Commercial PackagingAFMAN 24-604/DLAI 4145.3, Preparing Hazardous Materials for Military Air Shipments MIL STD 147E, DOD Standard Practice, Palletized Unit Loads
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ASSIST Quick Search

13 of xx

• DOD packaging regulations, standards and 
specifications may be obtained online from the 
ASSIST Quick Search Program 
http://quicksearch.dla.mil/qsSearch.aspx 

• Use the most recent version of all posted 
documents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Military standards, specifications, details, etc. can be found using ASSIST Quicksearch, at http://quicksearch.dla.mil/qsSearch.aspx. Always use the most current version of the document.

http://quicksearch.dla.mil/qsSearch.aspx
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Packaging Codes – MIL STD 2073-1E, Appendix J

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Every NSN is assigned a predetermined method of preservation code or SPI (special packaging instruction). Appendix J of MIL STD 2073-1E contains all the definitions for the coded data.  The first 2 digits -  42,  represent the Method of preservation found on table J.I. Table J.1a shows specialized preservation codes.  If a specialized code was used, it would be the first two digits of the packaging code. The third digit represents the cleaning procedure found on table J.II. in appendix J of MIL-STD 2073.  In this case, the 1 means any suitable process that does not injure the item. The fourth and fifth digits represent the Preservation Code found in table J.III.  in this case the code 00 means there is no requirement for preservative material. The sixth and seventh positions represent the Wrapping requirements found in table J.IV.  The EA tells us we should be using MIL-P-17667, neutral wrapping paper. The eighth and ninth digits represent the cushioning and dunnage requirements found in table J.V.   The code LC means we should be using PPP=C-795, class 1, cellular plastic film cushioning. The tenth digit represents the cushioning thickness found in table J.VI.  The C means we should have ¾ inch thick cushioning. The last two digits determine the unit container found in table J.VII.  The ED shows that we should be using an ASTM-D5118, type CF, class weather resistant, corrugated fiberboard box.
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MIL STD 2037-1E, Packaging Code Lookup

15 of xx

• https://camphill.leidos.com/code_lookup.nsf  

• Input packaging codes into designated fields for 
definitions

https://camphill.leidos.com/code_lookup.nsf
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Method 10 – Physical Protection

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 10 Physical Protection Method 10 provides protection from physical damage and mechanical malfunction.   There are various techniques used in the construction of a Method 10 pack.



WARFIGHTER ALWAYSPEOPLE          PRECISION          POSTURE          PARTNERSHIPS

Method 10 – Physical Protection

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 10 does not provide protection from the entry of water, water vapors, gases, fumes and airborne microorganisms (mold).   No preservative is used in a Method 10 pack. The figure shown on page 2-20 shows various techniques used in Method of Preservation 10.
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Method 20 – Preservative Coating Only
(with greaseproof wrap, as required

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 20 is physical protection with preservative (and greaseproof wrap) as required. Method 20 is used primarily on metal items whose characteristics allow ready application of a corrosion preventive compound by dipping, flow coating, slushing, spraying, flushing, brushing or fogging.
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Method 20 – Preservative Coating Only
(with greaseproof wrap, as required)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In a method 20 you wouldclean and dry the itemapply preservative coatingdrain excess preservativewrap in a greaseproof wrap apply markings to unit packplace in a carton and apply identification markings
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Sub-methods

• Method 31

• Method 32

• Method 33

Method 30 – Waterproof or 
Waterproof-Greaseproof Protection

(with preservative as required)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 30 is waterproof or waterproof-greaseproof protection with preservative as required and it contains three sub-methods.
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Method 31
Waterproof Bag, Heat Sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 31 is a waterproof bag, heat sealed. The item, preserved wrapped and cushioned as required by the 2073.  item will be enclosed in a heat-sealed bag conforming to MIL-DTL-117, type III, class B, Style 2.
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Method 32
Container, waterproof bag, heat sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 32 is a container, waterproof bag, heat-sealed.  preserve as requiredwrap cushionplace in the designated containerheat seal in the designated bag that conforms to MIL-DTL-117 Method 32 also states item shall be enclosed in a close-fitting container (box) selected from table C.I and then enclosed in the heat-sealed waterproof bag.
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Method 33
Greaseproof-waterproof bag, heat sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 33 is a greaseproof, waterproof bag, heat sealed. It is basically the same as 32 except it requires a different type of heat-sealed bag.  It needs to be both greaseproof and waterproof.
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Method 40 – Watervaporproof protection with 
preservative

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Sub-methods:
• Method 41
• Method 42
• Method 43
• Method 44
• Method 45

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 40 is watervaporproof protection with preservative.  Items preserved with this method will be heat sealed in a watervaporproof enclosure as well as cushioned and preserved as required IAW MIL-STD-2073-1. There are 5 sub methods for method 40.
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Method 41
Watervaporproof bag, heat sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 41-Watervaporproof bag, heat sealedclean and dry itempreserve item as requiredwrap as requiredcushion as requiredplace in MIL-DTL-117 bag as specifiedapply markings to unit pack



WARFIGHTER ALWAYSPEOPLE          PRECISION          POSTURE          PARTNERSHIPS

Method 42 – Container, Watervaporproof bag, heat 
sealed, container

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 42-Container, watervaporproof bag, heat sealed, containerclean and dry itempreserve and wrap as requiredcushionplace in container specified, make sure to blunt the corners and edgesplace in heat sealed bag made from MIL-PRF-131, Type 1, class 1, 2, or 3place in outer container from table C-I or C-2 (unless otherwise specified in the contract)Apply identification markings.
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Method 43 – Floating, watervaporproof bag, heat 
sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 43-Floating, watervaporproof bag, heat sealedpreserve and wrap the itemcushionbag (conforming to MIL-DTL-6060)apply markings to bagplace bag in containermark container
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Method 44 – Rigid Container (other than metal) 
sealed
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 44-Rigid container (other than metal) sealedpreserve and wrap items as requiredcushion as requiredplace in container and sealapply markings IAW MIL-STD-129
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Method 45 – Rigid metal container, sealed
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public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 45-rigid metal container, sealedpreserve and wrap the item as requiredcushion itemplace in container and sealapply markings IAW MIL-STD-129
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Method 50 – Waterproof protection with desiccant

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Sub-methods:

•Method 51

•Method 52

•Method 53

•Method 54

•Method 55

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 50 is watervaporproof protection with desiccant.  All items should be packaged with desiccant. Method 50 has 5 submethods which we will go over individually. Method 50 is identical to Method 40 in every way except that it requires desiccant in every pack. A desiccant is a substance that induces or sustains a state of dryness in its local vicinity in a moderately well-sealed container. Methods 50-55 require a label.
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Method 50  Label

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Methods 50-55 require a METHOD 50 label.
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Method 51 – Watervaporproof bag, with desiccant, 
heat sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 51-watervaporproof bag, with desiccant, heat sealedpreserve, wrap and cushion as requiredapply humidity indicator and desiccantplace in the specified MIL-DTL-117 bagapply markings IAW MIL-STD-129must have the method 50 label
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Method 52 – Container, Watervaporproof bag with 
desiccant, heat sealed, container

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 52-container, watervaporproof bag with desiccant, heat-sealed, container.preserve, wrap and cushion as requiredadd desiccantplace in the specified containerattach humidity indicatorblunt edges and corners of containerplace in bag specifiedapply markings to bagplace in container from tables C.I or C.IIapply markings iaw MIL-STD-129apply method 50 label
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Method 53 – Floating Watervaporproof bag, with 
desiccant, heat sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 53-floating watervaporproof bag with desiccant, heat sealedpreserve, wrap and cushion as required, add desiccant and apply humidity indicatorplace in specified bag conforming to MIL-DTL-6060apply markings to baginsert floating bag into containerapply markings and method 50 label
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Method 54 – Rigid container (other than metal) with 
desiccant, sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 54-rigid container (other than metal), with desiccant, sealedpreserve, wrap and cushion item as requiredplace item in containeradd desiccant and humidity indicatorseal containerapply markings and method 50 label
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Method 55 – Rigid metal container, with desiccant, 
sealed

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Method 55-rigid metal container, with desiccant, sealedpreserve wrap and cushion item as requiredadd desiccant to containerinsert humidity indicatorseal container with gasket and locking ringapply markings and method 50 label
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Specialized Methods of Preservation, Table JI.a

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

AE: Seal or plug all openings MOP 10

GX: Electrostatic Discharge Susceptible (ESDS) items

BL: Seal or plug all openings and preserve using MOP 20

DB: MOP 10 but with specific packaging materials

HM: Hazmat use modal regulations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most common specialized methods of preservation areAE – seal or plug all openings and use a method of preservation of 10GX – electrostatic discharge susceptible items – can only use MIL PRF 81705.BL – seal or plug all openings and preserve using MOP 20.DB – MOP 10 but with specific packaging materialsHM – HazMat, use the appropriate modal regulation.
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MOP GX – MIL-PRF-81705

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Most Vendor Shipments Not 
Compliant with MOP GX:  

 Two approved types
 Type I-Watervaporproof, 

electrostatic protective, 
electrostatic and 
electromagnetic 
shielding
 Class 1
 Class 2 

 Type III-Transparent, 
waterproof, electrostatic 
protective, electrostatic 
shielding
 Class 1
 Class 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many vendor shipments are not compliant with MOP GX. MOP GX specifies use of MIL PRF 81705. There are two approved types of MIL PRF 81705. Type I – Watervaporproof, electrostatic protective, electrostatic and electromagnetic shieldingClass 1, and Class 2 Type II is a transparent, waterproof, electrostatic protective and shielding, classes 1 and 2.
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Packaging Materials

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many packaging material types. Many of the materials are compliant with standards or specifications. FiberboardPaperboardfast packsbarriers, cushioning and wrapstapestagsstrapping and stretch wrap
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Compliance Markings on Fiberboard

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A boxmakers certificate simply signifies compliance with the National railroad freight classification rules and the national motor freight classification rules as applicable. The boxmakers compliance marking must be imprinted withboxmakers name or certificatemonth and year it was manufacturedindividual grade or identification symbolsspecification compliance data, number and minimum average bursting strength in PSI (pounds per square inch)the national stock number, inside dimensions and outside cube(for shipment to government agencies)If the container specified requires compliance with a specific standard, it must be noted on the container (see photo complies with ASTM D 4727).
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Tapes

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many varieties of tapes and specifications for tape.   The most commonly used are:A-A-883A-Pressure sensitive adhesive, maskingASTM D5486/5486M REV A- standard for pressure sensitive tape, packaging, box closure and sealingASTM D5330/5330M-standard for pressure sensitive tape for packaging, filament reinforced
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ASSIST Quick Search

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

http://quicksearch.dla.mil/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Quality Products Database or QPD will ensure that only approved vendors are being utilized when ordering specification materials.   The QPD can be found through the ASSIST website

http://quicksearch.dla.mil/
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ASSIST Quick Search

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.4-
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Input the specification number in the “Document Number” field and click on submit.   You may also search by using the Document ID, Words in Title and the FSC/Area options.  For example, we used 81705.
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Quality Products Database

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ASSIST will display a list of documents matching the request.  Click on the link that applies.  We chose the QPL (quality product listing) link. On the refreshed screen, click on “view QPD data” in the “revision history” field.
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Quality Products Database

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The QPD will display.  Select the appropriate Type, class, grade, etc. by click on the hyperlink below government designation.
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Quality Products Database

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.4-
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After selection has been made, all authorized vendors will display. In the example, Type1, Class 1 was selected, and the authorized vendor is Cadillac products.
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MIL-PRF-81705 Type III Class 2

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The manufacturer marking on the material must match a vendor on the QPD.
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Quantity Per Unit Package (QUP) and Unit of Issue

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Unit of Issue (UI) - The Unit by which a material is 
issued.

• Quantity per Unit Pack (QUP) – The number of 
units of issue bound or packaged in a unit pack.

• Unit Pack – The first tie, wrap, or container of an 
item.

• Intermediate Container Quantity (ICQ) – The 
number of unit packs per intermediate container.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A UI is the unit by which a material is issued.   The number of UIs bound or packaged in a unit pack is the QUP.   A unit pack is the first tie, wrap, or container of an item. The number of unit packs per intermediate container is the intermediate container quantity. If the proper UI, QUP and ICQs aren’t assigned, there will be problems when the material arrives at a distribution centers and there will be a delay in warfighter readiness.
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Quantity Per Unit Package (QUP) and Unit of Issue

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Using a hexagon nut as an example. The UI is EA, so that is one nut. The QUP is 25, this means that 25 EA can be packaged together in the Unit Pack.
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Quantity Per Unit Package (QUP) and Unit of Issue

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The intermediate container QTY is 2, that means two Unit Packages can be placed in an intermediate container.
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MIL-STD-129R Item Identification Markings
Why do we need them?

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Identify items shipped, received, and stored in a 
standardized format.

• Assist warehousing personnel in sorting shipments, 
picking from storage, and taking inventory.

• Communicate the degree of protection of the item.
• Communicate hazards and special handling requirements.
• Expedite the shipment.
• Communicate the reusability of the container.
• Communicate the destination of the shipment.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MIL STD 129 markings and labels are a way to Identify items shipped, received, and stored in a standardized and recognized format.Assist warehouse personnel in sorting shipments, picking from storage, and taking inventory.Communicate the degree of protection of the item. Communicate any hazards or special handling required.Expedite the shipment (if you can’t identify, it slows the process). Communicate the reusability of the container.Communicate the destination of the shipment. Identification markings should be applied to all DOD and contractor/vendor originated shipments unless exempted in the contract. All identification markings must comply with MIL-STD-129Bar code markings are required and specified in MIL-STD-129.
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MIL-STD-129R Item Identification Markings

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Identification markings
o NSN - (National Stock Number) – Includes spaces, dashes, prefix 

and suffix
o CAGE Code – for the company AWARDED the contract
o PN - (Part #)
o Nomenclature (Not always required on exterior containers)
o Quantity and unit of issue
o PIID (or Contract and call for legacy contracts)
o Military Method and date of unit preservation
o Gross Weight (Exterior containers)
o Shelf-Life Information (if applicable)
o Serial Numbers (if applicable)

• Identification bar code markings
o NSN (& Serial Number) for unit and intermediate packs
o NSN, Contract number, CAGE, CLIN, Shipment Number (&
Serial Number) on exterior shipping containers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The minimum marking requirements for unit packs and intermediate containers are:NSN/NATO – includes spaces, dashes, prefix and suffix.CAGE – for the company awarded the contract (not shipping warehouse or subcontractor)Part No.Item Description/Nomenclature – not always required on exterior containers.Qty and UIPIID (or contract and call for legacy contracts)Military preservation method and date of unit preservationGross weight (exterior containers)Shelf-life markings if applicable.Serial numbers if applicableHazmat and ammunition and explosives marking if applicable Identification bar code markingsNSN (& Serial Number) for unit and intermediate packsNSN, Contract number, CAGE, CLIN, Shipment Number (& Serial Number) on exterior shipping containersNOTE: It is important to note if the method of preservation for the item packaged is a bag in a box, then both the bag and the box must have a MIL STD 129 item identification marking and any required special markings.
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MIL-STD-129R Item Identification Markings - PIID

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Procurement instrument identifier (PIID) (e.g., 
contract number or purchase order number)
o For current DFARS compliant DOD contracts, cite 

the 13-character PIID. When applicable, use the 
13-character PIID call order number (identified by F 
or M in the 9th position) alone (since the call order 
PIID is treated as an independent contractual 
document)

o For legacy contracts, cite the PIIN (contract number 
or purchase order number) including four-digit 
delivery order or call number if applicable, and lot 
number (see 5.10.13) shall be shown. Additional 
information may be required by the contract or 
purchase order

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The PIID is 13 characters identified by an F or M in the 9th position. 
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Special Markings-Shelf Life

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Required shelf-life markings
o TYPE I (non-extendable):

 MFD DATE 10/01
 EXP DATE 10/06

o TYPE II (extendable):
 ASSEMBLED DATE 10/01
 INSP/TEST DATE 10/04

o RUBBER or ELASTOMER (TYPE I OR II):
 CURED DATE 4Q01
 INSP/TEST DATE 4Q05

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shelf-life marking must be in the format for the type of shelf life of the item.
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Special Markings-Electrostatic Discharge Susceptible 
(ESDS)

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Exterior and Intermediate 
Container Label

Unit Pack Symbol/Label

Use of previous label types is allowed until existing supplies are depleted, or until March 2025 
Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Special markings for electrostatic discharge susceptible items. The larger label is for exterior and intermediate packages. The smaller label is for unit packages.
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Special Markings - Miscellaneous

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional special markings include project codes, Method 50, and any special handling requirements.
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Special Markings – Hazardous Materials

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hazmat labeling requirements will be found in the modal regulation that is used to ship the item.
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Unit and Intermediate Marking Example-Linear Bar 
Code

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of Unit and Exterior container markings with the linear (Code 39) bar codes.A compliant marking should contain all of the information from 5.1.1 in MIL-STD-129.   The NSN, CAGE, part number, nomenclature, quantity and unit of issue, PIID (or contract and call #s for legacy contracts), Method of Preservation and date of preservation, along with the 2D PDF symbol with ID data or linear barcode must be present.If an item is packaged IAW ASTM D3951, the method of preservation or “M” field may be left blank, if could contain the letters “CP”, or it could say STD COMM.   This is because ASTM D3951 is not a military method of preservation.  The marking shown also meets MIL-STD-129 requirements. The requirement for the letters “CP” in contracts is DLA specific and material should not be suspended/remarked if the vendor left the field blank or used another method to identify it as ASTM D3951.
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Unit and Intermediate Marking Example- 2D (PDF417) 
Symbol

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of Unit and Exterior container markings with the 2D (PDF417) symbol/bar code.
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Military Shipping Label (MSL)

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Unless specifically exempted in the contract, DoD and 
Vendor shipping activities must apply address markings 
using a bar coded MSL.

• Multiple suppliers can provide necessary software. An 
internet search will display multiple options.

• The DLA Vendor Shipment Module -
https://www.dla.mil/Working-With-
DLA/Applications/Details/Article/2923161/vsm-vendor-
shipment-module/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unless specifically exempted in the contract, all DoD and vendor shipping activities must apply address markings using a bar coded Military Shipping Label or MSL. There are several vendors that provide software, a couple are listed here. A quick internet search can bring up others. The DLA Vendor Shipment Module can also be utilized. Information on VSM can be found at the link on the slide.

https://www.dla.mil/Working-With-DLA/Applications/Details/Article/2923161/vsm-vendor-shipment-module/
https://www.dla.mil/Working-With-DLA/Applications/Details/Article/2923161/vsm-vendor-shipment-module/
https://www.dla.mil/Working-With-DLA/Applications/Details/Article/2923161/vsm-vendor-shipment-module/
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Military Shipping Label (MSL)

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• The Code 39 (Linear) and 2D (PDF417) bar codes must be 
easily machine readable.

• The MSL label must be made of a water-resistant grade of 
paper, coated on one side with water-insoluble permanent 
type adhesive.

• ASTM D5486, Type I, Class 2 tape can be used to 
waterproof labels on exterior containers.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All bar codes must be easily machine readable. The label must be made of a water resistant grade of paper, coated on one side with water-soluble permanent type adhesive. ASTM D5486, Type I, Class 2 (clear) tape can be used to waterproof labels on exterior containers.
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Military Shipping Label (MSL)

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The MSL has required bar coding.Transportation control number or TCNPiece numberUltimate consignee The Department of  Defense Activity Address code or DODAAC PDF417 (2D) bar code must contain the shipment, line item, and transportation control and movement document or TCMD data.
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Wood Packaging Material (WPM)

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• WPM is defined as wood pallets, skids, load boards, pallet 
collars, wooden boxes, reels, dunnage, crates, frames, and 
cleats.

• All WPM is required to be heat treated, including pallets, and 
marked with the heat-treated compliant marking.

• The stamp can only be applied by vendors who meet the 
standards of an accredited agency of the American Lumber 
Standards Committee.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All non-manufactured wood products must be marked with the WPM compliance marking.
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Examples of Non-Compliant Materiel

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Materiel arrives at DLA Distribution Centers on a daily basis with packaging or marking that is not in compliance with contractual requirements. 
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Examples of Non-Compliant Shipments

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional examples of non-compliant shipments.



WARFIGHTER ALWAYSPEOPLE          PRECISION          POSTURE          PARTNERSHIPS

Non-Compliant Shipments

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• One out of every 15 new procurement receipts has a packaging 
and/or marking discrepancy/defect that requires correction before 
acceptance.

• Over 50% of packaging/marking discrepancies are from repeat 
vendor/NIIN combinations.

• Receiving activities must create and submit Supply Discrepancy 
Reports (SDR) for every non-compliant shipment.

o If the shipment does not exceed the threshold noted in DLAD 
Procurement Note C14, Correction of Nonconforming Packaging 
or Marking, the SDR will be informational, and the materiel will 
stay in Supply Condition Code (SCC) A.

 Vendor will receive an automated letter notifying them of the 
discrepancy.

o If the shipment exceeds the threshold noted in DLA Procurement 
Note C14, the materiel will be suspended and payment withheld 
until the discrepancy is remediated.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One out of every 15 new procurement receipts has a packaging and/or marking discrepancy that requires correction before it can be made available for issue to the Warfighter. Over 50% of those discrepancies are from repeat vendor/NIIN combinations. Receiving activities must create and submit Supply Discrepancy Reports or SDRs for every non-compliant shipment. This increases the time to receipt and could delay readiness. If the shipment does not exceed the threshold noted in DLA procurement note C14, the correction of the nonconformance will be completed by the receiving activity, the materiel will remain in SCC A and the vendor will receive a letter notifying them of the non-conformance. If the shipment exceeds the noted threshold, the materiel will be suspended, and payment will be withheld until the discrepancy is remediated.
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Supply Discrepancy Reports (SDR)

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most common discrepancies are noted on the slide. 
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DLAD Procurement Note C14, Correction of 
Nonconforming Packaging or Marking

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

(1) The Government may correct nonconforming packaging or marking for receipts 
of DLA- owned materiel if the estimated costs of correction are $1,000 or less. 
The contracting officer will advise the contractor of the discrepancy, and that the 
Government has corrected the packaging or marking. The contracting officer will 
make a determination concerning appropriate reimbursement by the contractor 
for the Government’s costs to correct the deficiencies. Upon determining that 
reimbursement is required, the contracting officer will send a notice to the 
contractor. Upon receipt of notice from the contracting officer, the contractor 
shall reimburse the Government for the costs incurred by the Government to 
correct the deficiencies.  

(2) If the estimated costs of correction for receipts of DLA-owned materiel are more 
than $1,000, the contracting officer will advise the contractor of the discrepancy 
and have the materiel returned to the contractor for correction/resubmittal; or, if 
there are urgent requirements, have the Government remediate the discrepancy 
at the contractor’s expense. If the Government remediates the discrepancy, the 
contracting officer will make a determination concerning appropriate 
reimbursement by the contractor for the Government’s costs to correct the 
deficiencies. Upon determining that reimbursement is required, the contracting 
officer will send a notice to the contractor. Upon receipt of notice from the 
contracting officer, the contractor shall reimburse the Government for the costs 
incurred by the Government to correct the deficiencies. ***** 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DLAD Procurement Note C14, Correction of Nonconforming packaging or marking states: The Government may correct nonconforming packaging or marking for receipts of DLA- owned materiel if the estimated costs of correction are $1,000 or less. The contracting officer will advise the contractor of the discrepancy, and that the Government has corrected the packaging or marking. The contracting officer will make a determination concerning appropriate reimbursement by the contractor for the Government’s costs to correct the deficiencies. Upon determining that reimbursement is required, the contracting officer will send a notice to the contractor. Upon receipt of notice from the contracting officer, the contractor shall reimburse the Government for the costs incurred by the Government to correct the deficiencies.  If the estimated costs of correction for receipts of DLA-owned materiel are more than $1,000, the contracting officer will advise the contractor of the discrepancy and have the materiel returned to the contractor for correction/resubmittal; or, if there are urgent requirements, have the Government remediate the discrepancy at the contractor’s expense. If the Government remediates the discrepancy, the contracting officer will make a determination concerning appropriate reimbursement by the contractor for the Government’s costs to correct the deficiencies. Upon determining that reimbursement is required, the contracting officer will send a notice to the contractor. Upon receipt of notice from the contracting officer, the contractor shall reimburse the Government for the costs incurred by the Government to correct the deficiencies.
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Under the Packaging Threshold

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Vendor Letter

      

  

   
  

    
 
  

DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY 
Aviation  

8000 Jefferson Davis Hwy 
Richmond, VA 23297 

IN REPLY  
REFER TO   DLA              03/19/2025 
 
1HEN9 
302 WEYMOUTH ST ROCKLAND, MA 02370-1171 
 
Dear NOBLE SALES CO., INC.: 
 
“For Informational Purposes Only” 
 

Preservation, packaging, packing or marking (PPP&M) nonconformance has been identified for a 
shipment received against contract (see below).  The Government has corrected the packaging or labeling 
deficiencies at the distribution center at a cost of $66.7. 

No action is required at this time. This letter serves as a notice to inform the contractor of the non-
conformance reported at the Distribution Center following a visual inspection. The Government's efforts to 
correct the discrepancies encumbers valuable resources that would be more efficiently utilized to support our 
Warfighters in other areas. 

DLA must ensure that supplies tendered by contractors conform to contract requirements to uphold the integrity 
of the supply chain. It is essential for your company to identify non-conformances and establish corrective 
measures for future deliveries. 

- DLA Packaging Website, https://www.dla.mil/Logistics-Operations/Packaging/   

- Labeling and Marking Visual Aids  

 -  DVIDS - Video - DLA Packaging Training Vendor Shipment Module (dvidshub.net) 
 -  DVIDS - Video - DLA Packaging Training Packaging (dvidshub.net) 
 -  DVIDS - Video - DLA Packaging Training Pallet Types (dvidshub.net) 
 -  DVIDS - Video - Packaging Training Identification Markings (dvidshub.net) 
 -  DVIDS - Video - DLA Packaging Training Shelf Life (dvidshub.net) 
 

Use the resource links above before contacting the Contract Administrator. If you need additional packaging 
and marking guidance, contact your Contract Administrator via the Post Award Request (PAR) on DIBBS 
(https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil). For additional information regarding PPP&M, select DLA Packaging under 
Technical Data on the DIBBS Home screen. 

“This has been provided for informational and educational purposes only” 

 
 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

PIID/DO:    SPE4A525FA0LV 

QN/WebSDR:  205615876, 20250701305 

NSN:        5340012293830           

CLIN/QTY:   000100, 23 

Nonconformance:  
 
Identification markings omitted, incomplete, incorrectly located, or not 
legible 
 

 

CAGE
VENDOR NAME AND ADDRESS 

CONTRACT NUMBER

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Automated vendor letters are generated when an informational packaging and/or marking Supply Discrepancy Report (SDR) is submitted and a cause code of Contractor Non-Compliance with Packaging (CP) or Simplified Investigation (SI) is utilized. It provides high level information of the discrepancy, links to guidance and videos, and contact information.
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Under the Packaging Threshold

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• The vendor letter only describes the first 
discrepancy code listed and the definition for that 
code.

• The SDR, although informational, is given a Cause 
Code of CP for Contractor Non-Compliance with 
Packaging.
o This could affect a vendor color/score in the 

Supplier Performance Risk System (SPRS).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The vendor letter only describes the first discrepancy (there may be others) and lists only the definition for that code. The SDR is informational and is given a cause code of CP – contractor non-compliance with packaging or SI-Simplified Investigation.  This could affect a vendor's color/score in the Supplier Performance Risk System or SPRS.
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Over the Packaging Threshold

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• Shipments that exceed the packaging threshold are 
suspended in SCC L and an actionable SDR is submitted.
o Until upgraded to SCC A, vendors may not be paid.

• While suspended, materiel is not eligible for issue.
• The contracting officer will contact the vendor and negotiate 

per procurement note C14.
• Materiel may be 

o Returned to vendor for correction and return, or
o Remediated at vendor expense.

 If the Government remediates the discrepancy, the contracting 
officer will decide appropriate reimbursement by the contractor 
for the Government’s costs to correct the deficiencies.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shipments that exceed the threshold are suspended in SCC L and an actionable SDR is submitted.  A vendor might not be paid until the materiel is upgraded to SCC A.  While suspended, the materiel is not eligible for issue. Materiel may be returned to vendor or, if the government remediates the discrepancy, the contracting officer will decide appropriate reimbursement by the contractor for the Governments costs to correct the deficiencies. 
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Contract Questions?

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

• The primary contact for all contractors/vendors is 
the contracting officer.  Vendors should submit a 
Post Award Request (PAR) for any question 
(packaging related or other) using the PAR link on 
DIBBS
o  https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil//

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If there are any questions about a contracted shipment, the primary contact is the contracting officer. Vendors should submit a Post Award Request or PAR for any question (packaging or otherwise) using the PAR link on DIBBS.

https://www.dibbs.bsm.dla.mil/
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Resources

Distribution Statement A, Approved for 
public release. Distribution Unlimited.

DLA Packaging: 
https://www.dla.mil/HQ/LogisticsOperations/Packaging/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The DLA Packaging website is full of useful tools, guides, videos, FAQs, etc.

https://www.dla.mil/HQ/LogisticsOperations/Packaging/
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END

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
END
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